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òLiteracy conventionally refers to 

reading, writing, speaking, viewing, 

and listening effectively in a range 

of contexts. 



Some context



Balance of evidence



1999 Primary Curriculum 

further increase

Curriculum Time

Consequences?
F

Effort to give coverage to every 

topic = less attention to higher 

order skills such as 

comprehension, inference, 

comparison

More context

1971 Primary 

Curriculum ïDoubled 

the subjects 



Difficulties with 

implementing 

English Curriculum 

in some schools 

(DES, 2005)

Significant gaps and 

weaknesses around 

classroom planning for 

literacy ï(LANDS, 

2005)

Report on Incidental 

visits by Inspectors 

(2010)

Where and when does 

this happen?

Initial teacher 

education insufficient 

preparation for 

teaching literacy

Significant  % of primary 

school children in 

disadvantaged areas 

suffer from severe

literacy problems 

Essential components for 

teaching reading not explicit in 

English Language Curriculum. 

Curriculum Guidelines vague 

in exemplars for teaching 

reading. 

Teachers perceived by over 

50% of inspectors to have 

limited knowledge of 

methods for teaching 

reading (NAER, 2005)

Teaching children literacy 

requires a strong knowledge 

base of the skills and 

complexities involved

Some variables that impact on literacy standards
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Starting point is not the same for all children!!!!

Significant % of primary school 

children in disadvantaged areas 

suffer from severe literacy 

problems



The Impact of Differences in Language Experiences

·òBy age three, children from privileged families 

have heard 30 million more words than children 

from poor families. By school entry the gap is 

even greater. The consequences are catastrophic.ó
Hart & Risley, 2003



Vision for teaching literacy in your school?



I game 3½ hours 
a week I watch TV 16½ 

hours a week I listen to my 
IPOD 5hours a 

week 

5½ hours a 
week on the 
computer 

2 hours a week 
reading a book 

21st Century Learner



What literacy skills will I need to communicate effectively in 

society?




