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Circular 0001/2008

To the Authorities of Primary, Post-Primary and Special Schools
Masters in Special Educational Needs (MSEN) – 2008/2009

a. The Programme 2008/2009

The Special Education Department of St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, will offer a one-year, fulltime Masters in Special Educational Needs, open to both primary and post-primary teachers.  

b. Funding

Funding for the programme is provided by the Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education and Science under the National Development Plan 2007 to 2013.

c. Aim and Content
The aim of the programme will be to develop teachers’ knowledge and skills in analysing, critiquing and applying Special Education research literature, and in carrying out research relevant to children with special educational needs.

A qualification of Masters in Special Educational Needs will be awarded by Dublin City University. Participants will be assessed on the basis of coursework, tasks and written assignments relevant to professional practice, and a thesis on an approved topic in special educational needs. Further details will be made available to applicants by the Special Education Department of St Patrick’s College.

d. Duration and Organisation
The programme is a one-year, full-time taught masters running from September 2008 to June 2009. It consists of 4 modules and a thesis. Two modules focus on research methodologies; one addresses curriculum and pedagogy for special educational needs, and one deals with current issues in special education.  

e. Eligibility 

(a)
Applicants should have:

i) A Combined Post-Graduate Diploma Programme of Continuous Professional Development for Teachers involved in Learning Support and Special Education 
or
ii)  A Graduate Diploma/Higher National Diploma in Special Education at:
Church of Ireland College of Education, Rathmines, Dublin 6

Mary Immaculate College, South Circular Road, Limerick

St. Angela’s College, Lough Gill, Sligo

St. Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin 9.

UCD (University College Dublin), Belfield, Dublin 4 
or

iii)  An equivalent post-graduate diploma in special education which entitles the holder to the equivalent remuneration from the Department of Education and Science 
(b) Please note that a teacher must be registered in accordance with Section 31 of the Teaching Council Act, 2001. Please see Department of Education & Science Circulars: 0085/2007, 0086/2007 & 0087/2007.
.

(c)
Applicants should be currently employed as a qualified teacher of pupils with special educational needs.

(d)
In order to be eligible for the Masters in Special Educational Needs, post-primary teachers must spend a minimum of 12 hours per week working with pupils who have special educational needs.

(e)
Applicants should be willing to make a commitment to work within the Irish educational system for at least 2 years upon completion of the Masters.

f. Applications and Selection
An Application Form accompanies this Circular for completion by teachers interested and eligible to participate in the programme. 
Final selection of candidates will be based on their application materials (Application Form and References) and an interview. Short-listing of candidates for interview will occur. 

Applicants will be selected according to the following criteria:

A. Excellence in teaching

B. Academic excellence

C. Statement of Research Interests

D. Statement of Reason(s) for Applying

E. Potential utility to the Irish Education System


Up to sixteen places (12 primary, 4 post-primary) are available in the Programme year 2008-2009.


Important

Eligible teachers supported by their school authorities who wish to be considered for admission to the Masters in Special Educational Needs should send their applications to The Course Director, Masters in Special Educational Needs, Special Education Department, St Patrick’s College, Drumcondra, Dublin 9 to be received not later than 29th February 2008. Phone: (01) 8842031; Fax: (01) 8842294. 


E-mail address:  SpEd.Office@spd.dcu.ie 
g) Funding

Funding for the programme is provided by the Teacher Education Section of the Department of Education and Science under the National Development Plan 2007 to 2013, as follows:

· Successful applicants will be released from their teaching posts for a full academic year (September to June) and paid their full salary for the duration of the course.  

· The Department of Education and Science will approve the appointment of a temporary teacher to replace the successful candidate for the academic year subject to the rules and conditions governing the staffing schedules at primary and the staffing quotas in post-primary schools.

· The Department of Education and Science will pay the applicant’s course fees for the year. 

Alan Wall
Principal Officer.

January 2008
Download Application Form (File Format Word 75KB)
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