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The Meaning of Christian Faith in the lives of
Principals of Catholic Primary Schools in the Republic of Ireland
Participant Information Sheet
What is the project about? 

This project involves interviewing principals of Catholic primary schools in the Republic of Ireland.
Who is undertaking it? 

My name is Máire McDonald and I am a primary teacher for more than thirty years and a postgraduate student of Mary Immaculate College. I am presently completing a Ph.D. by research and dissertation in the Department of Theology and Religious Studies under the joint supervision of Rev. Dr. Denis Robinson and Rev. Prof. Eamonn Conway.  The current study will form part of my thesis.
Why is it being undertaken? 

The objective of the study is to investigate the meaning of Christian faith in the lives of principals of Catholic primary schools in the Republic of Ireland. 

What are the benefits of this research?

It is hoped that the data gathered from participants will enhance our understanding of the experiences of principals of Catholic primary schools.  This knowledge may be helpful to stakeholders such as the Catholic Primary School Managerial Association (CPSMA), Catholic Colleges of Education, principals, teachers, and parents.
Exactly what is involved for the participants?
If you are willing to participate in the research, I will arrange an interview with you that will last approximately an hour.  You will be asked to describe and interpret some of your experiences of Christian faith and educational leadership. 
Right to withdraw
You are free to withdraw from the project at any time without giving a reason and without consequence.

How will the information be used / disseminated? 

The answers from the oral responses from the interviews will be used as part of the research dissertation.  A summary of the research may be presented in an academic journal.  
How will confidentiality be kept? 

The interview will be recorded and the data will be transcribed in a word document.  All information gathered will remain confidential and will be stored on a password-protected computer that is only used by me.  In the final dissertation a pseudo-name will be given to each participant to maintain his/her anonymity and any names, incidents or locations will be changed or omitted in order to ensure that the principal or the school cannot be identified.
What will happen to the data after research has been completed? 
In accordance with the MIC Record Retention Schedule all research data will be stored for the duration of the project plus three years. 
Contact details:
If at any time you have any queries/issues with regard to this study my contact details are as follows:
Researcher

Máire McDonald

St. Teresa’s N.S.,

Balbriggan,

Co.Dublin.

mairemcdonald@gmail.com

086-3955186
If you have concerns about this study and wish to contact someone independent, you may contact the Research Supervisors.
Rev. Dr. Denis Robinson




Rev. Prof. Eamonn Conway
Marino Institute of Education



Mary Immaculate College of Education
Griffith Avenue





South Circular Road
Dublin 9





Limerick

01-8535111





061-204353
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