
EXPLORER
FOLENS

S
Folens Explorers is a skills-focused programme that 
brings together print, digital and hands-on learning.

Available now for Junior Infants to Sixth Class.

Visit Folens.ie to try our Digital Resources today.   
For more information talk to your local Folens Rep.

Everything you need – all in one place:
  Digital & print resources that support teaching & learning

  Pick up and go plans to save you time

 Hands-on teaching ideas
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10 self-contained themes for every year

Each theme integrates history, geography 
and science

Spiralled and progressive content

Thematic Approach

Folens Explorers provides a digitally 
led programme for Infants

•  The Digital Component includes 
videos, animations, stories, interactive 
posters and games

•  The Printed Component is used  
for pupil practice, hands-on  
activities and consolidation

All digital and print content is 
custom-made to ensure it is at 
an age-appropriate level!

Junior and Senior Infants

History Geography Science

Myself and  
My Family School AutumnHomes Play Water Materials Animals

Weather and  
Space

People at  
Work
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The Complete Package!

COMPONENTS FOR PURCHASE

Teacher’s Guide & Online Support

INCLUDED IN PROGRAMME PACKAGE

Hands-on Learning

  Creative and practical ideas to 
bring lessons to life

	 	Printables	for	research,	field	trips	
and experiments

Digital Component

Licence for Purchase

 Digitally led content

  Stimulus for pupil 
engagement

  Prompts for  
discussion 
 
Core lesson

  Activities to practise  
and consolidate 
learning

Pupil Book
Booklist
 One per class level
 Rich & robust content
 Meaningful practice
 Record of learning

Pupil Printables
Licence for Purchase
 Same as Pupil Book
 Rich & robust content
 Meaningful practice
 Record of learning

Comprehensive Planning

 Saves you valuable time

  Flexibility to teach each theme in 
the order that suits you

  Extra suggestions – science 
experiments, levelled readers, 
checklists for supplies and LOTS 
MORE….
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Junior Infants Yearly Schem
e

Explorers Yearly Scheme – Strands and Strand Units: Junior Infants

Theme

History Geography
Geography 

& Science
Science

Myself and  
my family

Story
Human  

environments
Natural  

environments
Environmental  

awareness and care
Living things Energy and 

forces
Materials

1. Myself and  
My Family

Myself
Living in the local 

community

Myself

2. School Myself
Living in the local 

community

Light

Autumn

The local natural 
environment

Plants and animals

3. Homes
Stories

Living in the local  
community

Magnetism and 
electricity

4. Play Myself
Living in the local 

community

Forces

Winter

The local natural 
environment

Plants and animals

5. Weather and 
Space

Stories
Weather

Heat

6. People at Work
Stories

Living in the local 
community

Sound

7. Plants
Stories

The local natural 
environment

Caring for my locality Plants and animals

Spring

The local natural 
environment

Plants and animals

8. Water
Stories

The local natural 
environment

Materials and 
change

9. Materials Myself
Weather

Properties and 
characteristics of 

materials

Summer

The local natural 
environment

Plants and animals

10. Animals
Stories

The local natural 
environment

Plants and animals

This table shows the focus strands and strand units covered in each theme. There is further linkage and integration throughout the programme, as detailed in  

the theme plans.
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Teacher’s Resources to 
save you time!

The Teacher’s Guide ties the whole 
programme together with:

• Editable yearly and theme plans 

•  Practical ideas for hands-on learning! 

Infants

Pick up & go 
plans!

 

 Water 

 
Junior and Senior Infants Teacher's Guide 

8. Water  
Listen to Georgie Badiel’s story. Relate to the children’s own experience with water in everyday life. Explore water in 

the school environment, focusing on rainfall, drainage and investigating puddles. Observe materials changing in water, 

examine waterproof materials and, with this knowledge, design and make wellies.  
 

Notes 

Suggested materials in Science Lessons 2 and 3 can be substituted with a range of other materials that produce a 

similar effect. In the Is it Waterproof? activity, it would make sense to test plastic, fabric, rubber or tissue, as children 

will be using those for the Design and Make activity in Lesson 3. Watch out for the misconception that the bigger or 

heavier something is, the more likely it is to sink. Careful selection of objects may help children to develop the idea that shape matters as well.  
 

Materials 
Books • Interlocking cubes (Geography L2) • Sugar, ground coffee, dried beans, sugar paper, metal spoon and another material of choice (e.g. fabric, tissue or sponge) (Science L1) 

• A selection of materials to test ‘waterproof’ and ‘not waterproof’, water basin – see Notes (Science L2) • Tissue paper, fabric, rubber gloves, plastic and teddy bear(s) (Science L3) 

• The Water Princess by Susan Verde, Georgie Badiel and Peter Reynolds 
• Princess GieGie – Water is Here! by Georgie Badiel Liberty 
• Water Can Be … by Laura Salas • Little Raindrop by Melanie Joyce • Watch Out for Muddy Puddles! by Ben Faulks and Ben Cort 

 

Useful Links 
 1. www.water.ie/conservation/community/why-value-water  2. www.georgiebadielfoundation.org 3. www.marine.ie/Home/site-area/areas-activity/education-outreach/music  

Key Vocabulary 
History 

Geography 
Science water  

journey  
collect 
drink  
bath 

dirty  
clean  
waste  
Africa  

rain  
raindrop  
water  
puddle  
drain  

drainpipe 
clear  
muddy  
float  
sink  

change 
waterproof  
dry  
wet  
material  

plastic 
paper 
fabric  
rubber  

Integration 
Home/Parental Involvement 

Language: Develop oral language by responding to key books related to 
the theme. As Gaeilge, cover the theme of An aimsir. Maths: Count cubes to measure the length or width of a puddle. Compare 
biggest and smallest puddles. Music: Create an ocean soundscape. SPHE: Explore how we use water to take care of our bodies (e.g. washing 

hands, brushing teeth, drinking). Visual Arts: Create splash-and-splatter paintings inspired by Jackson 
Pollock. 

Talk about water use at home. What activities need water at home?  Discuss floating and sinking when in the bath. Test with bath toys. 
Find clothes and boots that are waterproof and test them out on rainy days.  

 



Folens Explorers provides a print led 
programme for 1st & 2nd Class

•  The Pupil Book provides rich and 
robust content

•  The Digital Resources support 
hands-on learning

1st and 2nd Class

All print and digital content 
is designed at an age- 
appropriate level.

T H E M E

Integrated & Thematic

  Each theme integrates history, 
geography and science

    10 self-contained themes for 
every year

Spiralled content to build on learning.
Plant theme from Junior Infants to 2nd Class.

Junior Infants Senior Infants 1st Class  2nd Class
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The Teacher’s Guide and online resources:

• Tie the whole programme together

• Include editable plans

•  Give practical ideas for  
hands-on learning! 
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1st C
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Explorers Yearly Scheme – Strands and Strand Units: 1st Class

Theme

History
Geography

Geography 
& Science

Science

Myself and my 
family

Change and 
continuity

Story
Human  

environments
Natural  

environments

Environmental 
awareness and 

care
Living things Energy and 

forces
Materials

1. Myself and 
My Family

Myself
Living in the local 

community

Myself

Autumn

Weather
Plants and 

animals

2. School
When my 

grandparents were 
young

Living in the local 
community

Caring for my locality
Light

Properties and 
characteristics of 

materials

Halloween
Feasts and festivals 

in the past

Materials and 
change

3. Homes
When my 

grandparents were 
young

Continuity and 
change and in the 
local environment

Living in the local 
community

Magnetism and 
electricity

Winter

Weather
Plants and 

animals

4. Play

When my 
grandparents were 

young 

Games in the past

People and places in 
other areas 

Living in the local 
community

Forces

Christmas
Feasts and festivals 

in the past

People and places in 
other areas

5. Weather 
and Space

Stories
Weather

Heat

Australia 
Day

People and places in 
other areas

Plants and 
animals

This table shows the focus strands and strand units covered in each theme. There is further linkage and integration throughout the programme, as detailed in the  

theme plans.
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 Water 

 
1st and 2nd class Teacher's Guide 

Theme Overview 
D indicates an Explorers Digital Resource on FolensOnline. 
P indicates an Explorers Print Resource in the Explorers Student Book. LESSON 1 

LESSON 2 
LESSON 3 

H
IS

TO
R

Y
 

Focus: What was the Salmon of Knowledge? Focus: Sequencing the story  Focus: Character exploration and empathy 
P What was the Salmon of Knowledge? p. 60 
Read the story. Discuss what each character might be saying. Fill in the speech bubbles. 

Drama: Retell the story using freeze-frames for each scene. Discuss: Do you think this could be a true story? Why or why not?  

D The Salmon of Knowledge: True or False? 
Read each statement. Decide whether it is true or false. P What was the Salmon of Knowledge? p. 61 (Activity B) Sequence the parts of the story. 

P What was the Salmon of Knowledge? p. 61 (Activities C and D) 
Pair work: Discuss the characters’ feelings. Then finish the sentences. Imagine you are Fionn. Write a diary entry for the day after you tasted the Salmon of Knowledge. 
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Focus: How we use water Focus: Saving water Focus: Where does water come from? 
P How do we use water? p. 62 Colour ten uses of water in the picture. Discuss which way uses the most water.  

Mime: Act out ways that we use water at home. Other children guess what the action is. 
Discuss: Imagine a day without using any water. What would that be like? 

Tick the things that help us to save water. Mark an X on the things that waste water. 
Discuss ways to save water at home, in school and in the local community. 

Design water conservation posters to display around the school. Collect rainwater to water flowers in the school grounds. 

P Where does water come from? p. 63 
Read about how water gets from cloud to tap. Discuss each stage. D Water: Fill in the Blanks Read each sentence. Choose the best word to fill the blank. P Where does water come from? p. 63 (Activity B) 

Sequence the steps in water’s journey. 

SC
IE

N
C

E 

Focus: Mixtures 
Focus: Will it dissolve in water? Focus: Design and make a fruity drink 

P Investigate: Mixtures p. 64 Look at the mixtures. List the things that make up each mixture. Compare answers with a friend. Pair/group work: Can you separate the things in each mixture? Draw and label what you would do.  D Mixtures: Flashcards Discuss what makes up each mixture. Flip the flashcards to reveal the answers. 

P Investigate: Mixtures p. 65 Discuss the cartoon, introducing the concept of materials dissolving in water.  
Look at the table. Predict which materials will dissolve and which will not. Test each material and record the results. 

Discuss findings. 

Design and make a fruity drink. Explore a range of different fruits/flavours by tasting them. Plan how to make the drink: mixing fruit juice with water, quantity to be used, etc. 
Make the drink. 
Taste the drink and evaluate it. Taste your partner’s drink. Which did you prefer? What would you do differently next time? 

 
 

Teacher’s Guide & Online Support

  Stimulus 
for pupil 
engagement

  Interactive 
activities

Hands-on Learning

  Creative and practical 
ideas to bring lessons 
to life

  Printables for research, 
field trips and 
experiments

Pupil Book

Booklist

 Print led content

 One per class level

  Rich and robust 
content 

 Meaningful practice

Comprehensive Planning

  Saves you valuable time

  Flexibility to teach each 
theme in the order that 
suits you

  Extra suggestions - science 
experiments, levelled 
readers, checklists for 
supplies and LOTS MORE....

Digital
Resources

COMPONENTS FOR PURCHASE INCLUDED IN PROGRAMME PACKAGE

All the support you need!

Resources that 
save you time!

The Complete Package!
1st & 2nd Class



Each unit includes 
an introduction and 
conclusion to explain 
the 'Big Idea' behind 
the lesson, so that the 
children understand 
what they are learning 
and why.

Folens Explorers covers the strands and 
skills of the curriculum in an engaging 
and relevant way!

Teach the 3 subjects 
with ease.

3rd to 6th Class

EXPLORER

FOLENS

SGeography & Science

5th Class

EXPLORER
FOLENS

S
History

5th Class

EXPLORER

FOLENS

SGeography & Science

4th Class

EXPLORER
FOLENS

SGeography & Science

3rd ClassEXPLORERFOLENS S
History

3rd Class

EXPLORERFOLENS S
Geography & Science

6th Class

EXPLORER
FOLENS

S
Geography & Science

6th Class
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24/11/2019   16:21

One History book  
and a combined  

Geography & Science 
book for each year.

EXPLORERFOLENS
S

History

4th Class
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Robust content with 
appealing design!

Skills-focused

•  Skills tasks throughout each unit

•  Two skills-based activities at the end 
of each unit mapped to the curriculum

•   Step by step science investigations

•   Scaffolded ‘Design & Make’ projects

Everything you need – all in one place!

Print and digital 
resources 

that support 
teaching and 

learning.

Pick up  
and go plans 

to save 
you time.

Hands-on 
teaching 

ideas with 
easy to source 

materials.

•  Engaging topics ranging from the evolution 
of video games to the science of stunts

•  Balanced and age-appropriate
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